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I?SOUTH END KIDDIES’ CIRCUS | NHS Monthly

Summertime in Newport used to mean the circus was com- Meetln S

fl ing to town! Children looked forward to the yearly rounds Open To All
f the Walter L. Main Circus. But thanks to Mae Gobin, the

children of South Main Street had the opportunity to per- Second Monday of
orm in their own circus from 1930/1931 to 1936. Accord- the Month

¥ ing to Jinny Parker “It was the Depression - we had to make Sugar River Bank

our own entertainment.” And these children did! A noon-

| time circus parade down Main Street advertised the matinee

£ | and evening performances. In 1931 the parade was led by August 10

(| Albert Leavitt dressed as a clown and riding a bicycle, fol-

| lowed by Ringmaster Barton Cummings leading his pony
Buster. Dancing girls, S—
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! Anita Kangas, Bill Kennedy,
| Dot Conrey Collins

floats showcasing the cir-
cus menagerie (roosters,
chickens, white rats, cats, dogs, rabbits, and turtles,) Tuffy Bart-
lett as the Fat Man, and circus performers followed. Perform-
ances at 2:00 and 8:00 were first held in the barn at 186 South
Main, but as the circus grew it moved first to Bartlett’s barn and
| Fellows Field on Elm Street, and then to the Town Hall/Opera
House. In 1931, the first year of reported earnings, the take was
$4.50. When divided among the twenty performers, each child
- walked away with §.22 for their efforts. Proceeds grew to over

' $100 and, by 1936, seventy-five children participated.
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has recently published a second the knowledge and memories '
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|CHILDREN’S GAMES OF OLD NEWPORT

Museum curator Larry Cote recently
discovered a list of twenty-three games
interfiled with a sheaf of very old

school papers. We would like to docu-
ment the rules or instructions for play-
ing these games in order to save them
for future generations. If you recognize
any game on this list, we would appre-
ciate it if you would write down the
rules of play and bring or mail it to the
Museum. Larry Cote (863-3105) will
also arrange for assistance to help you
record your information. The Museum
is open Friday and Saturday from 10

A.M. until 2 P.M. until October 16. Our
mailing address is: Newport Historical
Society, P.O. Box 413, Newport, NH
03773.

. Come-se-come

. Hide the thimble

. Hot coffee

. Drop the handkerchief

. Copenhagen

. Roll the platter

. Who-sir? Me-sir?

. Needles-eye

. What will you give a poor old soldier?
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Going to Jerusalem

What will you send to China?
Vegetables .
Conundrums i
Earth, Air, or Water '
Consequences

Post-office

Button-button

Stage-Coach

19. Donkey

21. Boston
. Blind-man’s bluff
3. Stll pond, no fair morning

PINE WEST PERSONALITIES: MARY WILCOX 1768
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The NHS, with permission from the
Board of Selectmen, is actively working
to preserve the Pine Street West Ceme-
tery. A renewed understanding of the
importance and value of Newport’s
cemeteries became evident in 2008
when we sponsorcd the NH Old Grave-
yard Association’s (NHOGA) fall meet-
ing. Pine Street West contains the earli-
est recorded history of Newport, exam-
ples of the earliest artwork in town, and
genealogical information that is not re-
corded anywhere else. While preparing
the NHOGA program on Newport’s
cemeteries, a careful study of Andy An-
drews’ valuable 1995 documentation
showed that several stones were miss-
ing. The NHS immediately formed a
committee to investigate how to best
preserve our oldest cemetery. An as-
sessment was conducted to record per-
tinent information such as the size, loca-
tion, ownership, number of stones, and
a detailed description of the present
conditions. The work at Pine West
presently centers on integrating the

1995 information with a photograph of
each stone. Further plans include raising
money to fix broken and fallen head-
stones, with the final goal of restoring
Pine Street West Cemetery in time for
Newport’s 250th celebration in 2011.

The one half acre of land for Pine Street
West cemetery was deeded to the town
on December 31, 1771 by original set-
tler Benjamin Bragg and his wife Elea-
nor. It is said to have been used as a
burial ground previous to that, and the
earliest grave is dated 1768.

Mary Wilcox, the first of eleven chil-
dren born to Major Jesse and Thankful
Stevens Wilcox, has the distinction of
being the first person to be born, and
die, in Newport. She lived just eleven
days, from February 26, 1768 until
March 9, 1768. Mary's headstone sits in
the middle of this cemetery, surrounded
by her family and neighbors. Her father
Jesse was one of the original Killing-
worth settlers, occupying land about

one quarter of a mile south of the Pine
West Cemetery. He was the town clerk in |
1770 and 1771 as well as a selectman for 7

years.

Emgy on the headstone of Mary Wilcox

In Memory of Mary
Daughter of Maj' Jeffe &
Thankful Willcox Who
died March 9" 1768
aged 11 days The firft
birth & death in this Town

My Babe Sleeps here in duft
Till Christ fhall come to Raife the

Inscription

HISTORICAL SOCIETY THANK YOU: DALE FLEWELLING

The NHS gives a special thank you to Dale Flewelling of Art Attack Signs & Designs (33 Spring St., Newport, NH 863-6911) for
providing the two magniﬁcent signs that announced our opening. You may have seen one on the Common near the Information
Booth; look for the second one on Main Street when the Museum is open. Thank you Dale for your interest and support of the

Newport Historical Society!
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The South End Kiddies’ Circus was one
of the most popular summer events in
Newport for about six years. The first
performers were only from the south end
of town because, according to circus per-
formers Jinny Parker and Dottie Collins,
back then children from different parts of
town (north of the Main Street bridge,
south of the bridge, and Sunapee Street)
kept to their own territory. Over time
this event grew to unite the children of
Newport for at least July and August, and
by the end of its run the South End Kid-
dies’ Cirgus became the Kiddies’ Circus,
and included performers from Croydon,
Claremont, and Sutton. According to
Jinny Parker some of the performers
were less than enthusiastic at first, but
overcame t}lﬂ]_r fea_rs and who]e-heartedly
joined the fun on the day of the perform-
ance. Mrs. Gobin contacted the parents
to see what talents their children could
contribute, and after being signed up the
performers spent the rest of the summer
practicing their acts on their own. The
first time they came together was on the
big day. Parents and children designed the

costumes, which were quite elaborate.

Front Row: __

Guillow, Dot Conrey,
__ Guillow, Robert Demison Back Row:
Junior Rollins, June Sinclair, Arlene Go-
bin, Frances Kennedy, Marjorie Rollins

The first Argus-Champion report of the
circus included Jinny Parker and Arlene
and “Pinkie” (Ida) Gobin as the “Dancing
Girls,” magic stunts by Albert Leavitt and
Robert Hennessey, juggling by Francis
Hennessey and Ronald Parker, the
“Camel Walk” by the Bartlett Brothers,
and clowns Bobby Hurd, Clinton Bart-
lett, Tuffy Bartlett, and Maurice Wright.
“When Your Hair Has turned to Silver”
and “Put on Your Old Grey Bonnet”
were sung by Virginia Parker and Arlene
Gobin. A wild west show by Robert
Hennessey, Milton Reed, Ronald Parker,
and Buster the pony ended the first re-
ported South End Kiddies’ Circus.

Minnie Mouse
costume worn
by Dottie
Collins in 1934,

; Acts added through
' k the years included
=~ Amos and Andy,
trapeze and acrobatics, boxing matches,
and a circus band led by Robert Hurd.
The band included Arthur Brault, War-
ren Winter, Calvin Beldin, Bobby Gobin
and Donald Brault. In 1933 there was a
midway with freak shows: Betty Rollins
appeared as the half man-half woman,
Elizabeth Upham as the bearded lady,
and Martha Emery was the snake
charmer. In 1934 Dottie Conrey Collins
dressed as Minnie Mouse and sang What!
No Mickey Mouse? What Kind of a Party is
This? and Mr. C. A. Wright of Sutton
brought his trained dog act and, conven-
iently, his circus tent. For the first time
Miss Avis Jones and Ali Baba the elephant
(a wooden frame draped in gray flannel)

made their appearance, along with the
Hill Billy Boys from Croydon (Jimmy
Riley and the Howard Brothers.) Tuffy
Bartlett was Mae West. By 1936 the cir-
cus included the Billings Sisters of Clare-
mont who demonstrated their skill on
roller skates, and Louise Crone, billed as
the Shirley Temple of Newport, who
sang and danced at the Opera House.

Many thanks to Dottie Collins and Jinny
Parker _ﬂ)r sban’ng their memories c_:f the South
End Kiddies’ Circus.
KIDDIES' CIRCUS ;

" "SCORE& DECIDED HIT
al Kicli_i:lies'

y' afternoon and evenin
ecided success.:

, Sept. 2,
tati f?e’%‘ﬁii"
n, representative o 0
ented’ youth, delighted the cmwdg
with a  splendid, performance, an
honeat-tofeodneu cirous from begin-

ni

lEﬂferyﬂ'ﬁng that can be found un-
der the big top of the circus,
from’ ‘acrobats and “c owns to ele-
phants and cowboyn. was included in
the program,. The Stron§ Man, the]
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Newport Historical Society Membership Form

i
| Date:

New Membership Renewal
Ii Name(s): 1
: Address/City/State/Zip:
i Email: Telephone:
| Personal Membership Type: ____ Individual (s15) ____ Family (s25) ___Junior ($1)
Corporate/Business: __Bronze(s2s) __Silver (ss50) __Gold ($75) __ Platinum(s00) ___Diamond(s100+)
| Here's my additional donation to the: Museum Fund s Operating Fund s
! Payment Method: Cash Check (Newport Historical Society)  Total Enclosed s
Please mail to: Newport Historical Society PO Box 413 Newport, NH 03773

The Mill Town Messenger is published quarterly by the Newport Historical Society, P O Box 413, Newport, NH 03773 through the generous funding of Jeff
Miller, creator of our local high school sports internet site. Contributors to this issue: Larry Cote, Brenda Curtis, and Mary Lou McGuire.

| South End Kiddies’ Circus, 1934

Do you know any of the children in this picture? Please call |
the Newport Historical Society (863-1294) or Larry Cote '
(863-3105) if you can help us identify them. Thank you!

Front Row: 1. Dottie Conrey
2. Louise Crone
3. Betty Rollins |
Back Row: 1
2.
3. :
4. Jane Silsby i

'NEWPORT NOTABLES: MARY J. HAWES WILMARTH

This post card shows Mrs. Henry M. Wilmarth (center)
riding with political activist Jane Addams in a 1912
women's suffrage parade in Chicago. She was 75 years of
age. Born Mary J. Hawes in New Bedford, MA, she ;
moved to Newport with her retired sea-captain father
between 1840 and 1848. Upon her marriage to Henry M. |
Wilmarth of Newportin 1861, she moved with him to ‘

MRS. CHARLES BLANEY

MRS. H, M. WILMARTH MISS JANE ADDAMS

Chicago, IL where he became a leading businessman.

i 2 %] Mrs. Wilmarth was left a wealthy widow at 48 and the
) B oy : 2 i B Bl remainder of her life was devoted to the support of wor- |
s = : : R e b : thy causes. She became a leading activist of the Chicago |
1 3%@‘ TR e pfees ;s ; Women’s Club and an "early and enthusiastic” supporter ‘
( : { ! : of Hull House, which she supported by personally subsi-
N b dizing residents and supplying funds to keep the settle-

ment running. In 1893 she served as chairman of the

|

| Sources: Wheeler’s History of Newport; Currey, Joseph: Chicago; the Columbian Exposition. Mrs. Wilmarth was a contrib- |
Waterman, Arba: Historical Review of Chicago; Springfield, IL Republi- ~ uting founder of the National Women's Suffrage Associa-
can, May 7, 1907; Schultz, Rima Lunin: Hull-House Maps and Papers. tion which was established to continue the work of Susan

Woman’s World’s Congress Committee on Education at |I

B. Anthony after her death in 1907.
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