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Perhaps you are wondering what the above quote has to do with
port Historical Society. | became fascinated with palindromes as a f
wordpl ay when my Jr. Hi gh
forward and backwards 100 times if one looked tired and bored! As
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drome that | can remember. Since one of the articles in this newslet
the Sibley Scythe, | found myself reflecting on this palindromé and t
niversary of the completion of the Panama Canal and its connection
No one knows for certain how many scythes were purchased from t
North Newport to aid in the jungle clearing for construction of the ca
due to the generosity of Gloria and John McDonough, the NHS Mus
has a fine example of this significant historical connection.

Pal i ndr omes around
will also endure the test of time. Here are a few more palindromes t
supporters of the Newport Historical Society:

have been

Are we not drawn onward, we few, drawn onward to a new|

Blessed are they that believe that they are blessed.
And as election day approaches:

Rise to vote sir!
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The Clock Museum

and 340 watches,
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Newport, N. H. .~ Park St. On The Commor

Newport Clock Museum. We are exhibiting it in our new display of
Business. The Clock Museum was located at 43 Park Street and

of clocks went to the Smithsonian Museum. Rather than an infor

cle, this has become a request for information about the Clock Mu
anyone knows where we can find something written about the Clo
um, please let us know. Also, please drop by the NHS Museum to
posters, photographs and brochures that we have on the Clock M

tigue shop in the house with a large assortment of antique pistols.
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Thanksgiving a national holidgy.
No Dec. or Jan. programs.
by Larry Cote
The Newport Historical Society recently purchased this poster [§f the
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In preparing for this article, | find almost no information is availgble ab
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The Sibley Scythe Shop

of North Newport
By Larry Cote

After searching fo
0Si bley S

eralyearsJohnand“__ Se P 1920 to enter the shoe
ria McDonough dona§ ;' A p o= _ | eldest son, Homer T. Sibley ran the shop with his
a great example of a ' until it closed in 1929.
bley brush cutter scy N ' \

In 1842 Sylvanus
Larned started a scytgss -
shop in North Newport , BT -ASTi1OCE Af
with a small group of
men. The shop was powered by water from a can
ing water from the Sugar River.

Interior of Sibley Scythe Shop

The original buildings were destroyed twice by fife, in
1848 and again in 1928. In the 1848 fire 100 dozen(finist
o scythes and much of the machinery were lost. Afterffthe
31:1845 Ezra T. Sibley purchased an interest in 1828 fire the buildings were quickly rebuilt but the HQlisine
scy¢he shop. From that time until it closed the following year.
ceége,qj operation it was knowp as g B Sibley scythes were shipped to Germany, India gnd v
OThe Sibley S¢tw . |c t peedoynidantly Msed to clear the land during the builgli
Larn€d died in 1848 and Willigng | | | the Panama Canal, 21913}. The buildings are still stg
Dunten became associated wth—lh N : ing on the Newport side of the green highway bridgf
busingss. In 1851 Mr. Sibley U o ¥ | | North Newport.
chased the interest of Mr. Du tc@ ;
and operated it by himself untl 5<D
1873 when he enlarged the blisp
ness and was joined by his sgn&

Frank A. Sibley as a partner. rﬁ

1870 census indicates that th “
used 44,000 pounds of steel and iron,
produced 30,000 scythes and paid $7,500 in wages. [Frank
Sibley operated the shop until his death in 1909.

Frankoés [(w| f e, Mar y
M. Sibley, ran the shpp
with D. K. Barry for tyo Employees of the Sibley Scythe Shop
years when Charles E.
Winter, a sem—law of | Reference data:
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