
 Perhaps you are wondering what the above quote has to do with The New-
port Historical Society.  I became fascinated with palindromes as a form of 
wordplay when my Jr. High English teacher made students write òdonõt nodó 
forward and backwards 100 times if one looked tired and bored!  Aside from 
òDonõt Nodó, òA Man, A Plan, A Canal ð Panamaó!  is the only other palin-
drome that I can remember. Since one of the articles in this newsletter is about 
the Sibley Scythe, I found myself reflecting on this palindrome and the 100th an-
niversary of the completion of the Panama Canal and its connection to Newport.  
No one knows for certain how many scythes were purchased from the factory in 
North Newport to aid in the jungle clearing for construction of the canal but 
due to the generosity of Gloria and John McDonough, the NHS Museum now 
has a fine example of this significant historical connection. 

 Palindromes have been around for centuries.  Hopefully Newportõs history 
will also endure the test of time.  Here are a few more palindromes to all of the 
supporters of the Newport Historical Society: 

Are we not drawn onward, we few, drawn onward to a new era? 
Blessed are they that believe that they are blessed. 

And as election day approaches: 

Rise to vote sir! 
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All members and the public are invited to 

all meetings and programs. 

Business Meetings  
Held at the museum, 6:30-8 PM 

Mon. Oct. 13 

Mon. Nov. 10  

Mon. Dec. 8  

Mon. Jan. 12 

Programs: Wed. Nov. 12 
6:30 PM in 
Sugar River 
Bank Commu-
nity Room.   
Program:  Abe 
Lincoln & Sara J. 
Hale, by Steve 
and Sharon 
Woods.  New-
portõs own Sara 
Hale relates her campaign to make 
Thanksgiving a national holiday. 

No Dec. or Jan. programs. 

Meeting  & Program  
Times 

by Cathryn 

Baird 

The Clock Museum  by Larry Cote 

 The Newport Historical Society recently purchased this poster of the 
Newport Clock Museum. We are exhibiting it in our new display of Newport 
Business. The Clock Museum was located at 43 Park Street and run by Wesley 
Hallett, a retired New York Banker, and his wife. The Museum had 720 clocks 
and 340 watches, some clocks dating back to the 1600õs. They also ran an an-
tique shop in the house with a large assortment of antique pistols.  
 In preparing for this article, I find almost no information is available about 
when the Museum opened or when it closed. Rumor has it that the collection 
of clocks went to the Smithsonian Museum. Rather than an informative arti-
cle, this has become a request for information about the Clock Museum. If 
anyone knows where we can find something written about the Clock Muse-
um, please let us know. Also, please drop by the NHS Museum to see the 
posters, photographs and brochures that we have on the Clock Museum. 



 

 After searching for a 
òSibley Scytheó for sev-
eral years, John and Glo-
ria McDonough donated 
a great example of a Si-
bley brush cutter scythe. 
 In 1842 Sylvanus 
Larned started a scythe 
shop in North Newport 
with a small group of 
men. The shop was powered by water from a canal channel-
ing water from the Sugar River.  

 In 1845 Ezra T. Sibley purchased an interest in the 
scythe shop. From that time until it 
ceased operation it was known as 
òThe Sibley Scythe Factoryó. Mr. 
Larned died in 1848 and William 
Dunton became associated with the 
business. In 1851 Mr. Sibley pur-
chased the interest of Mr. Dunton 
and operated it by himself until 
1873 when he enlarged the busi-
ness and was joined by his son, 
Frank A. Sibley as a partner. The 
1870 census indicates that the shop 
used 44,000 pounds of steel and iron, 
produced 30,000 scythes and paid $7,500 in wages. Frank 
Sibley operated the shop until his death in 1909. 

 Frankõs wife, Mary 
M. Sibley, ran the shop 
with D. K. Barry for two 
years when Charles E. 
Winter, a son-in-law of 
Mrs. Sibley, became the 
plant foreman. In 1912, 

a new building was added to produce hatchets. Mr. Barry 
sold his interest in 1913 to Mrs. Sibley. Mr. Winter left in 
1920 to enter the shoe business with his brother. Frankõs 
eldest son, Homer T. Sibley ran the shop with his mother 
until it closed in 1929.  

 The original buildings were destroyed twice by fire, in 
1848 and again in 1928. In the 1848 fire 100 dozen finished 
scythes and much of the machinery were lost. After the 
1928 fire the buildings were quickly rebuilt but the business 
closed the following year.  
 Sibley scythes were shipped to Germany, India and were 
predominantly used to clear the land during the building of 
the Panama Canal, 1903-1914. The buildings are still stand-
ing on the Newport side of the green highway bridge in 
North Newport. 

Reference data: 
Wheeler History of Newport 1761-1878 
Newportõs 1961 Bicentennial Booklet 
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The Sibley Scythe Shop  

of North Newport  
By Larry Cote 
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Interior of Sibley Scythe Shop 

Employees of the Sibley Scythe Shop 
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