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Programs:  
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Baird 

 Few would disagree over the value of laughter as a cheap antidote for what 
ails you, but the jury remains in deliberation about the high costs and value of 
some medicine. 
 The quaint apothecary shop, dispensary and corner drug store, are icons of 
the past. No longer do mortar and pestle signs hang outside a storefront to alert 
potential customers that pharmacological products are òmanufacturedó on the 
premises.  The little drug store with personal service has been eclipsed by pharma-
cy chains in big box stores and now pharmacy companies are Big Business. The 
never-ending ads on TV not only tell you what drugs you need to take but they tell 
you to tell your doctor! 
 I recall the humorist Walter Matthau saying that he always wanted to be 
like the local pharmacist because ò... he was always dressed in a nice white coat; he 
looked very calm, youõd give him money and heõd give you something you wanted 
to buy.ó We are fortunate that Newport is home to three pharmacies with both 
male and female pharmacists, who offer personalized, compassionate service and a 
willingness to help customers when they have a òbitter pill to swallow.ó We may 
not be able to change the corporate structure of health care but we can change our 
attitudes.  Soélaugh more. Itõs good for your health. You canõt be angry and 
laugh at the same time!  Best wishes for good health and more laughter in 2016.  

January, 2016 

 As a docent at the Newport Historical Society museum 
-- the Nettleton House -- I am privileged to periodically 
spend several hours welcoming visitors to the museum, 
accepting artifacts on behalf of the society, and in general 
poking around in the books and displays to see what I can 
learn. 
 On a Sunday in December, I was behind the desk when 
Bernice òBunnyó Perry brought in some wonderful ephem-
era that had once belonged to her longtime friend, Bill 
Hoyt.  Bill lived most of his life in Newport and felt a 
strong sense of community and history, as he married, 
raised a daughter, and eventually lived out his life in    
Newport until his death in 2014. 

 The items Bunny dropped off, seemed of little value on 
the face of it -- several old ledgers documenting the paper 
route customers of the young Bill, ledgers from later years 
recording the income of 25 cents for one barrel of rubbish 
removal, 35 cents for two barrels.  Besides being an eco-
nomic record of the òhistory of trash disposaló the ledgers 
on second examination are a peek into who resided at a 
certain address in Newport at a given time. 
 As my eyes scanned the pages, stained with workman 
fingerprints, Cheney Street jumped out at me. That was the 
street I grew up on.  Lamothe, my neighbor, Hackwell, 
again my neighbor, both of whom, by the evidence in this 
little book, lived there before I was born, and then long 
into my own childhood.  Newport names, from the past 
and in the present, were familiar, both in the ledgers and 
the scrapbook, which Bill had compiled in 1956 and 1957.  
(Continued on page 4) 

Ephemera Donation an Example of  
Helping Museum Grow  

By Ann St. Martin Stout 

òAlways laugh when you can. Itõs cheap medicine.ó 

Lord Byron  1788-1824 

Winter Carnival History 
 See the insert in this newsletter 
for brief excerpts from òThe First 
80 Years of Winter Carnivalsó, in 
the 1996 Newport Town Report, 
by Sharon Christie.  The entire 
article will be available in booklet 
form, from the Newport Historical 
Society during and after Carnival. 



 

 òWheelers History of Newport, N.H. 1761-1878ó, 
states, òDrugs and Medicines were kept for a long time by mer-
chants at their stores, mainly by Wilcox and Cheney...ó We know 
that from the earliest days up until perhaps the 1960õs, there 
were home remedies that may have been passed along from 
mother to daughter for centuries. The Newport Historical 
Society Museum has a handwritten Medical Recipe book 
from Doctor James Corbin dated 1790. In this book Dr. 
Corbin wrote the ingredients he used to treat the illnesses of 
the time. Home remedies likely still prevail in some fami-
lies; but, for the most part, people today rely on drugs and 
medicines they purchase from a pharmacy.  
 When I came to Newport in the early 1950õs, there 
were three Drug Stores: Sugar River Pharmacy, the Corner 
Pharmacy and John R. Kelly Drug Store. Letõs see what we 
know about the origins of these drug stores. The 1961 New-
port Bicentennial Booklet is the source of this history.  
 The John R. Kelly Drug Store was located in the 
center section of the Richards Block, now the home of Lake 
Sunapee Bank, about where the main entrance to the bank is 
located. As you entered the store, to your right were the 
newspapers, comic books and magazines. In the center of 
the store along the right hand wall was the soda fountain and 
at the back was the pharmacy. The Bicentennial Booklet 

states that, òthis store 
has been serving the 
public since 1848, in 
the same placeéó. It 
tells us that they were 
in the old wooden 
Cheney Block until 
1873 when the Richards 
Block was built. This is 
in contradiction to 
Wheelers History of 

Newport, where it is written that Nathaniel Adams opened 
the first drug store in the Littleõs Block, that was located 
about where the center of the Newport District Courthouse 
now sits.  Wheeler also states that before the first drug 
store, merchants such as Wilcox and Cheney kept drugs and 
medicines in their stores. The Wilcox and Cheney store was 
located in the old Cheney Block, so one could say that a 
drug store did exist from 1848.  
 When reading the histories of these three drug 
stores, one sees the same pharmacistsõ names. This could 
indicate that the druggist moved from one business to an-

other; or, it could be confusion 
due to a lack of documentation. 
The Bicentennial Booklet states 
that in 1865 John C. Kelley, no 
relation to John R. Kelly, was the 
pharmacist. He kept a pet raccoon 
in the store and sold tickets for the 
Great Western Railway. In 1875 
K. C. Converse took over, fol-

lowed by F. E. Lovell about 1900, then John R. Kelly about 
1929. After John R. Kellyõs death, his daughter, Louise 
Kelly and son, Dick Kelly 
ran the store. 
 The Corner Phar-
macy was sited in the Lewis 
Block on the corner of Main 
Street and Sunapee Street, 
where Petal Patch is locat-
ed. A pharmacy was located 

in that building since its con-
struction in 1886. The chain of 
pharmacists was Lewis, Wil-
ley, Donovan Brothers and Ed 
Maley.  R. A. Eggleston pur-
chased it in 1943. After 85 
years of operation at this loca-
tion, the Corner Pharmacy 
merged with Kellyõs on May 
1, 1971. Don Eggleston went 

to work at Kellyõs as a pharmacist. 
 The Sugar River Pharmacy has an interesting history 
that is both documented in Wheelers and in the Bicentennial 
Booklet. Per Wheeler, 
Newportõs first pharma-
cist was Nathaniel Adams 
in 1848. He opened his 
drug store in the old Lit-
tle Hat Factory, which as 
I have previously said was 
about where the center 
section of the Newport 
District Court now is. 
Carlton Hurd bought the drug store, circa 1870 and moved  
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Pharmacies in Newport  by Larry Cote 

#ÈÅÎÅÙ "ÌÏÃË ×ÉÔÈ +ÅÌÌÅÙ $ÒÕÇ 
3ÔÏÒÅ ÏÎ ÆÁÒ ÌÅÆÔȢ 

4ÈÅ ,ÉÔÔÌÅ (ÁÔ &ÁÃÔÏÒÙ 

(Ȣ!Ȣ 7ÉÌÌÅÙ�ïÓ ÃÏÒÎÅÒ $ÒÕÇ 3ÔÏÒÅ 

#ÏÒÎÅÒ 0ÈÁÒÍÁÃÙȟ ΧίάΧ 

,ÏÖÅÌÌ�ïÓ $ÒÕÇ 3ÔÏÒÅ 


